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Abstract 

The lockdown has had a profound impact on migrants Many of them lost their position because 

of shutting of enterprises and were disregarded from their native state and needed to return 

badly. 

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) recorded more than 2580 cases of human 

rights violations in April, reflecting the serious human rights violations that have left thousands 

of migrant laborers in danger. 

 

The vast majority move due to work. They face numerous difficulties in the process, as they 

don't have federal retirement aide and medical advantages, they don't approach benefits gave by 

the public authority particularly the food and grains gave through the social conveyance 

framework and they don't approach moderate lodging and other fundamental administrations in 

metropolitan territories. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The issues of laborers and migrant workers have gotten significant in many agricultural 

countries of the world. Migration of work began in India during the time of British colonial rule. 

The Public Commission on Country Work in India (NCRL, 1991) compute roughly in excess of 

10 million roundabout outsiders in the provincial regions alone. Relocation is the development 

of individuals from the spots where they live, crossing inland (inside the nation) or at the 

outskirts of nations (in all countries). 

 

Organized migrant workers under any of the unions and their levels of labor, protected by the 

government and unions, these educated, uneducated and indigenous migrant workers. Lower 

wage earners are set out under the Low Wages Act. 

 

 

National Emergency and its Effects 

 

National emergency in India started from March 25, 2020. During this point, exercises not 

adding to the get together and give of basic products and enterprises were totally suspended. 

Barricades have profoundly affected transients, a considerable lot of whom have lost their 

positions because of modern terminations and have been abandoned external their countries fully 

expecting their return. 

 

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) recorded in excess of 2582 cases of denials of 

basic freedoms during the long stretch of April, demonstrating a genuine basic freedoms 

infringement that has left numerous foreigner specialists in a difficult situation. The commission 

has requested the nation's specialists to report a number from harsh instances of starvation and 

demise to traveler laborers. The Commission has gotten different protests with respect to issues 

identifying with the destitute specialists, considering the idea of the charges in these complaints, 

and the Commission gave notification to the applicable specialists looking for ideal reports. 

Since then, the government has made known to the public some relief measures for migrants and 

has made arrangements for migrants to return to their homes. The Supreme Court of India 

perceived the issues looked by transients abandoned in various parts of the nation. 
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On June 9, the Court directed central and state government to complete shipping of remaining 

stranded migrants and workers and increase focus of relief measures to smooth the progress of 

employment for returning migrants.
1
 

 

 

Challenges/Issues faced by migrant workers 

 

Article 19(1)(e) of the Constitution guarantees all Indian citizens the right to reside and settle in 

any part of India, subject to reasonable restrictions in the interest of the general public or 

protection of any scheduled tribe. 

Most people migrate due to work. They face many challenges in the process. Some of them are: 

i)    They do not have access to social security and health benefits; 

ii)    There is poor implementation of minimum safety standards law, 

iii)    They do not have access to state-provided benefits especially food provided through the 

general public distribution system and 

iv)    They do not have access to affordable housing 

v)    They do not have access basic and general amenities in urban areas. 

 

Police Brutality on Migrant Workers in India 

 

In Uttar Pradesh, on March 26, a video went viral that shows a group of migrant workers who 

were forced to get down a main road with bags strapped to their backs as they were trying to 

return home during the lockdown. They were caught by the policemen, who refused to listen to 

them and humiliated them on the main road in this furious heat. 

On March 28, thousands of migrant workers and laborer’s in Delhi, counting their entire families 

and companions, bundled their garments and covers and different necessities, most conveying 

kids on their shoulders as they strolled along the interstate parkways. Some intended to walk 

several miles. In any case, when they arrived at the Delhi outskirt, they were beaten and whipped 

by the police of Delhi.
2
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 Madhunika Iyer, Understanding Impact of Lockdown on Migrants in India, The Logical Indian (June13, 2020), 

https://thelogicalindian.com/story-feed/awareness/understanding-impact-of-lockdown-on-migrants-in-india-21669 
2
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On May 4, in Surat, hundreds of migrant workers and laborer’s seemed to return to their homes 

when they were arrested by police personnel during a protest, demanding travel arrangements to 

return to their homes. 

On May 10, migrant workers were beaten to death by a goods train when they were attempting 

to make their way to Aurangabad railroad station Maharashtra State with the hope of catching a 

train to their homes in Madhya Pradesh State. After walking for several hours, the workers were 

tired. They sat down to rest and fell asleep. An approaching goods train ran over them at around 

5.20 am. They were walking along the railway tracks to avoid being beaten by the police on the 

roads and with the knowledge that trains are not working. 

On May 11 2020, a few migrant workers were beaten and kicked by Bangalore Police personnel, 

at the KG Halli Police Station who (Karnataka State) requested the police to make arrangements 

for their return to home at Uttar Pradesh State. 

 

On May 17, 2020, Haryana state police personnel charged towards migrant workers with canes 

and sticks as they were trying to move towards the border of Uttar Pradesh some 20 km from 

there. The migrant workers ran back to the shelter. Many of them left their luggage and cycles at 

the place and ran away. Migrants were warned not to move towards home in State of Uttar 

Pradesh. State of Uttar Pradesh has banned the entry of migrants on foot. 

 

 

Violation of Gross Rights 

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) noticed that two people died in Muzaffarpur 

and one each in Danapur, Sasaram, Gaya, Begusarai and Jehanabad in Bihar. Every one of them 

died because of starvation. Another scene happened wherein a train apparently began from Surat 

locale in Gujarat for Siwan in Bihar on May 16 and arrived at Bihar on May 25 that is following 

9 days. The Commission has seen that the media reports add up to net infringement of basic 

liberties. The oppressed families have endured unavoidable misfortune. The Indian Government 

has neglected to ensure the lives of the helpless workers on board the trains.
3
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The National Human Rights Commission taking the reports into account, issued notices to the 

Chief Secretaries of Bihar and Gujarat governments, the chairman of the Railway Board and the 

Union Home Secretary asking for their reports within four weeks. A train got lost during its 

journey, reached unexpected destinations and took more than a week to reach its scheduled 

station. This is very hard to believe and requires a thorough investigation. People suffered great 

deal of losses due to this incident. Many died of hunger. The Commission observed that the 

attitude of the Railways’ towards the migrant workers borders on barbarism. 

NHRC stated, “The labourers cannot be treated in such an inhuman manner, just because they 

are poor and the government has paid for their tickets”. 

 

Poor Implementation of Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act 

 

The Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act, 1979 is enacted to regulate the condition of service of 

inter-state laborer’s and workers. The purpose of this Act is to protect employees who have the 

necessary jobs outside of their place of birth in India. Contractors who hire migrants and laborers 

are required to: 

            i)   be licensed, 

ii) registering immigrant workers and laborers with the government officials, iii) arrange for the 

issuance of an identity document to employees. Guidelines as regards salaries and protections 

like accommodation, clothing and medical facilities should be provided by the contractor. This is 

also explained and explicitly stated in the law. 

In December 2011, Standing Committee on Labor noted in its report that the listing of employee 

under the act was low and that the execution of the protections set out in the act was also poor. 

The report concluded that the Central Government has not made any clear and effective efforts 

to ensure that contractors and employers authorize and register their employees in order to 

receive benefits under the act.
4
 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/nhrc-issues-notice-to-govt-on-migrant-deaths/article31697865.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/nhrc-issues-notice-to-govt-on-migrant-deaths/article31697865.ece
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No access to basic benefits 

 

Migrants who register to claim access benefits in one place lose access to those benefits when 

they move to another location/place. This is especially true with the acquisition of rights under 

the Public Distribution System. Ration card is required to receive the benefits under the Public 

Distribution System. It is issued by national government and is not movable across the states. 

This scheme does not include inter-state migrants from different states in Public Distribution 

System until and unless they have donated their cards from the home state and acquired a new 

one in the host state. 

 

No Access to Affordable Accommodation and other facilities 

The percentage of migrants in the urban population is 47%. In 2015, the Ministry of Housing 

and Urban Affairs identified migrants in urban areas as the majority of people who were in need 

of housing in the big cities. There was not sufficient provision for low cost ownerships and 

affordable leasing options. Prime Minister Awaas Yojana is a governmental program to help the 

economically weaker sections and low-income groups access affordable housing. Options under 

this program are: 

 

i)    slum rehabilitation, 

ii)    mortgage home loans 

iii)    subsidies up to Rs 1.5 lakhs to either build new houses or upgrade existing houses 

iv)    increasing the availability of affordable rentals while partnering with private companies 

 

 

 

Measures Taken by the Government 

During the Emergency, numerous traveler laborers attempted to return to their country. Because 

of the suspension of public transportation, these traveler laborers started strolling to their home 

state with no vehicles by walking. Thus, transports and exceptional trains have been endorsed by 

the focal government subject to coordination among the states. Between 1st May and 3rd June, 
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in excess of 59 lakh transient laborers were moved by uniquely worked trains and 41 lakh were 

moved by street. Steps taken by the government to aid migrant workers include- 

 

❖Transport: On march 28, 2020, the Indian government permitted a few states to utilize the 

State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) to give lodging constantly to traveler laborers and     

workers. Numerous states have been advised to set up help camps along every significant     

interstates and turnpikes with clinical conveniences to guarantee that individuals live in these     

camps while the lockdown is set up. 

❖Food distribution: The Service of Wellbeing and Family Issues permitted state 

governments to lead alleviation camps for transient laborers with plans for food, sterilization and 

clinical offices and care. The Account Priest declared that free food grains would be given to 

transient specialists who don't have a proportion card for a very long time. The desires with this 

measure are high. 

❖ Housing: The public authority likewise dispatched a plan for Reasonable Rental Lodging     

Buildings for Traveler Laborers and Metropolitan Poor to give moderate rental lodging units     

under Executive Awaas Yojana. The plan has wanted to utilize already existing lodging a lot     

stock just as boost public and private offices to build new and reasonable units for living by     

paying rent. 

❖ Financial help: Some state governments declared one-time money moves for returning     

transient laborers. The Uttar Pradesh government has reported an allowance of Rs 1,000     

support award for returning travelers who should be housed in their own homes. 

 

 

Directions by the Supreme Court 

 

The Supreme Court evaluated the situation of migrant workers and laborers stranded in various 

states of the country and noticed that there was no response from the government's side to this 

particular situation. 

 

On May 28, 2020, the Court issued interim guidelines for central and state / UT governments: 
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i)     The state where migrant workers are supposed to arrive should provide transport, 

health checkups and other benefits and should not charge any cost of all this, 

ii)    Free food must be given to stranded migrants and workers by the government and this 

information should be known to the public, 

iii)    No train or bus fare should be charged from migrant workers and 

iv)    States should make simple and speed up the process of registration of migrant 

workers for transport and all those who have registered should be provided with the specific 

transportation at the earliest. 

 

The Supreme Court on June 5, 2020, has granted an intervention application filed by National 

Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in the Suo moto case involving the plight of migrant 

workers amid the Covid-19. NHRC itself had also taken Suo motu cognizance of the issue. 

A three-judge panel of judges Ashok Bhushan, Sanjay Kishan Kaul, and Mr. Shah listened to the 

following issues: Problems and Miseries of Migrant Labour’s. After a lengthy and detailed 

hearing that lasted more than an hour, the Apex court has filed a motion in the case, which will 

be presented on June 9, 2020. The NHRC was established by an Act of Parliament under the 

Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. Section 12 of the Act sets out the functions of the 

commission, including, under, section 12 (b) to intervene in any proceedings involving any 

alleged human rights violations pending before the court with the approval of that court and 

under section 12 (d) reviewing protections provided for under the Constitution or other 

provisional law which works to protect human rights and recommends effective implementation 

measures. 

 

By intervening, the NHRC is seeking guidance from the courts on the implementation of short-

term and long-term measures that can be considered by the court to alleviate the plight of 

immigrant workers and ensure that the human rights of these poor workers are not violated, the 

program said. 
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Short term measures 

a. The Administration of India and the State Governments should guarantee appropriate     

execution of the Between State Traveler Laborers (Guideline of Business and States of     

Administration) Act, so the transient specialists are given the cash and fundamental     necessities 

to travel. 

b.  Each state should ensure about the adequacy of sanctuaries, particularly where 

pregnant ladies, nursing moms, youngsters and the older live. It should be guaranteed 

that clinical offices, great cleanliness and nutritious food are accessible in these asylums. 

c. Menstrual cleanliness items should be offered to traveler ladies and young ladies the nation 

over with no charge. 

d.  To evaluate the deluge of traveler laborers, States should gather subtleties of transient     

specialists from the arising State and to America. This will assist states with anticipating the 

fortifying of traveler work. 

e. States should ensure clinical offices for testing of traveler laborers and worker's when     

voyaging, just as admittance to food and clinical consideration and advantages for movement. 

For transients voyaging or going in cycles, food and water should be made accessible at fire up 

focuses, just as along the course. 

f.   A past gratia help asset should be made by the influenced party, who will give pay to all     

transients getting back. 

g.  It is stressing that the same number of reports of 40% of trains being deferred, there is a     

normal postponement of eight hours. Trains in meeting with the pertinent state     governments 

should guarantee that such postponements don't happen and that trains     don't arrive at some 

unacceptable spots. 

h.  The states should take measures to identify the poor among the traveler work and give     

some pay to ensure that they don't wind up asking in the wake of coming to. 
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Long term measures 

 

a. There should be a reputable agency created under the Ministry of Labor to address the     

issues of inter-state migrant laborer’s. Each State/UT secretary should be a part of this     nodal 

agency and will coordinate with the migrants in their respective states. 

b.  More benefits can be extended to the migrant labor as provided for under the     Unorganized 

Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008. 

c.  A simpler registration process ensuring the understanding capability of the migrant 

workers. The forms must be made available in the local language or the language that is most 

widely used in that area. 

d.  The government has announced that it will introduce a rental housing program for 

migrant workers and the urban poor to provide livelihoods by converting government- 

funded housing to the Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHC). This will be donein PPP 

mode. This should be done as soon as possible to provide accommodation for migrants. 

e.  Universal ration cards to be granted to migrants. 

f.   Compensation must be given for family members of those who died while moving away     to 

their home states. 

g.  Appointment of a claims manager to oversee the recovery of employers who have 

dismissed their employees despite being informed of the salary increase by the Central 

Government. For example - it appears to be the first basis that the provisions regarding 

accommodation as provided for under the Building Act and other Construction Workers 

(Employment Regulations and Terms of Service) Act, 1996 have been neglected by the 

employer. 

h.  A national portal must be made for registration of migrants so that nationwide database is     

created. 

i.     A special provision needs to be inserted to deal with emergency situations like Covid-19 

pandemic and other natural disasters. 
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           CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIVE STEPS 

 

Today, the exceptionally huge issue is the means by which to spare the common freedoms and 

respect of transient specialists (unorganized sector) of India, in agriculture, road construction, 

brick kilns, sugar cane cutters, the handloom weaver, sugar factories, transporters, sugarcane 

harvesting seasonal migrant workers for whom dignified livelihood is a very distant goal. 

Some challenges faced by the migrant workers and laborer’s in India are: struggling with low 

wages, physical, sexual & mental exploitation with safety and security. 

The Government of India must ensure all relevant international agreements that respect the 

dignity of workers, especially the most important meetings of ILO No. 87. Freedom of 

association and protection of the right to organize meetings. 

Similar labor standards in the sense of informal sector workers, such as migrant workers, should 

be applied in rural and urban areas of India. 

 

It is necessary to protect migrants and other workers in the unregulated sector of international 

labor standards and they also need to have a separate department of foreign affairs, which deals 

with domestic migrants in India 

Encourage the efforts of NGOs and the formation of migrant workers' groups to build an 

effective awareness and advocacy organization to prevent harassment and exploitation of 

immigrant workers. 

Over the span of globalization, it is important to discuss the basic issues of work guidelines and 

work rights (Transients Rights) and intend to accomplish a framework where there are no 

boundaries to the compelling legitimate cycle. 
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